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With generous underwriting from American Express and sponsorship from Zurich Financial Services, inMotion

hosted its second annual Summer Party at Gotham Hall on June 17th. Young professionals gathered for a 1920’s inspired

evening of cocktails, dinner and dancing to music spun by DJ Jason and a very special live performance by the fathers of rap, 

the Sugar Hill Gang. We thank Wonder Mike and everyone in the Sugar Hill Gang for their warmhearted support of

inMotion and the women we serve.

For a second year, benefit co-chairs Louisa Childs, Claire Heleniak, Stephanie Anne Golden and Colleen O’Loughlin recruited

friends and colleagues to serve on the party’s organizing committee. Our heartfelt thanks to all for their enthusiasm in

organizing this event and for introducing inMotion’s mission to so many new friends. A special thank you as well to our

beverage sponsors Chivas Regal, Wyndham Estate and Anheuser World Select for their in-kind support.

S U M M E R P A R T Y — S E C O N D A N N U A L E V E N T F O R Y O U N G S U P P O R T E R S O F I N M O T I O N

i n M o t i o n  i n  t h e  n e w s

On April 6th, Catherine Douglass, executive director, and Ramonita Cordero,

legal program director, made their first prime-time television appearance

on One-On-One with Steve Adubato, a public television series

featured on the Comcast Cable Network. In a 30-minute, in-depth interview,

Cathy and Ramonita spoke to the tremendous need for attorneys to donate

their legal services to assist low-income women in the areas of family,

matrimonial and immigration law. 

In March, Ramonita appeared on BronxNet’s popular telephone-talk TV

show, Bronx Talk AM, which airs weekday mornings on channel 67. In 

a 20-minute exchange with host Gary Axelbank, Ramonita discussed the

pressing legal issues facing inMotion’s clients. 

Bronx Beat, a student newspaper run by the Columbia School of

Journalism, featured inMotion in a February issue. Profiling the harrowing

abuse that one Bronx immigrant survived and the critical legal assistance

she received from inMotion, the article highlighted legal options available

to undocumented women under the Violence Against Women Act.

Our Bronx walk-in clinic was also in the media spotlight. In January,

Chrisena Coleman from the Daily News bylined a piece that ran 

on the front page of the metro section. 

The article explained how women 

could take an important first step

toward resolving a domestic crisis by

obtaining free, bilingual legal advice

and counsel at inMotion’s monthly

clinic. The Spanish television station

Univision 41 Neuva York picked 

up the Daily News story and included

it on the evening news. The response

we received from this coverage was

tremendous. On the day of the Daily News article, we received more than 40

calls and a record number of women attended the January clinic. The clinic

was featured again when News 12 The Bronx aired a special Valentine’s

Day piece on legal remedies that women can seek when love goes wrong. 

Have you caught us in the news? Since the beginning of the year, six media outlets have profiled inMotion, helping us get out the word about

the free legal services we offer to low-income, abused and immigrant women. 

One-On-One host Steve Adubato with
Catherine Douglass and Ramonita Cordero.

Ramonita Cordero, legal program director for inMotion, expressed our enormous

pride as she accepted, on behalf of inMotion, the Denison Ray Award. 

This award, made annually by the New York State Bar Association at its

Partnership Conference in June, is named after career legal activist Denny Ray,

who served as the executive director of legal services programs in New York

and several other states. The award honors extraordinary commitment to:

• Strengthening access to justice initiatives;

• Delivering or facilitating the provision of civil legal services to low-income 

and disadvantaged clients;

• Increasing provision of pro bono services; and

• Marshalling resources to maximize resources to the community.

In her acceptance remarks, Ramonita praised the volunteer lawyers, legal

assistants and law students who are at the heart of our program, as well as

the many legal services organizations, law firms and law schools we have

partnered with throughout the City.

She also thanked Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP, whose lawyers have

represented more than 160 clients referred by inMotion since 1995, for

nominating inMotion for the award. Bill Russell, co-chair of the firm’s pro

bono committee, reflected on the firm’s work with us, “But for inMotion’s

services, thousands of women would almost certainly have proceeded

without counsel in court when they needed access to essential legal

protections. With their services, these women obtained meaningful access 

to justice—for themselves and for their families.”
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